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TRUTH, BEAUTY, & GOODNESS

DEAR ACS RHETORIC STUDENTS,

“The heart of man plans his way, but the
Lord establishes his steps.” - proverbs 16:9

WLCOME TO THE FINAL YEARS OF THE AGATHOS CLASSICAL SCHOOL COURSE
OF STUDY! We sincerely hope these years will be a joy to you in a variety of ways. This planning
guide will assist you in tracking all of your graduation requirements as well as acquaint you with
post-Agathos resources. You and your parents should spend time each Spring to plan prayerfully the
year ahead.

If you have any questions about credit tracking, test taking, college planning, dual enrollment, please
VHW DQ DSSRLQWPHQW ZLWK OUV :LOOLDPV LQ WKH 5KHWRULF VFKR
Brittany.Williams@agathosschool.com.

Soli Deo Gloria,

Lo Ao Lownin

Mr. Ted Trainor,
Head of School




ENGLISH | 4 Credits

‘ Ancient Literature 0 Medieval Literature o Early Modern Literature
‘ Modern (US) Literature

MATH | 4 Credits

OAIgebra | (if taken as a Freshman)o Geometry GAIgebra Il 9 Pre-Calculus o Calculus

HISTORY | 4 Credits

"Ancient World History 9 Medieval World History 0 Early Modern World History
a Modern (US) History & Govt.

SCIENCE] 4 Credits

‘ Acc. Physics & Chemistry o Advanced Chemistry o Advanced Biology o Physics

FOREIGN LANGUAGE| 2 Credits (2 credits must be earned in the same language)
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FINE ARTS | 1.5 Credits
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THEOLOGY | 2 Credits
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RHETORIC | 2 Credits

.-‘ Rhetoric | @ Rhetoric Il @ Rhetoric Il (Junior Thesis) @ Rhetoric IV (Senior Thesis)
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*24.5 Credits are required for an ACS diploma. ACS graduation requirements meetzghd exc

state of TN Graduation Requirements.
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PREPARATION for COLLEGE
MATRICULATION

BPENDING ON THE SPECIFIC COLLEGE, your application requirements may vary; however, generally a
VWXGHQW SODQQLQJ IRU FROOHJH HQWUDQFH RXJKW WR FRQVLGHU WKH IR
for consideration by the preferred college.

FRESHMANYEAR

09 * Become involved in extracurricular activities that interest you.

* Review for and take the PSAT (optional).

* 5GHPHPEHU WKDW WKH ¢(UVW VL[ VHPHVWHUV RI KLJK VFKRRO
going to see; take all your classes and grades seriously. Get help when you need it.
Asking questions and getting help from teachers is one of the biggest tools used by
successful college students.
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SOPHOMORE YEAR

* Begin researching colleges.

» Continue extracurricular involvement; include community service.

* Plan to participate in a worthwhile summer activity: summer school, community service,
mission trips, or work.

» Take the ACT/SAT (schedule a date and testing site online through the respective web-
sites). Students will generally perform well on the ACT/SAT after their Sophomore year.
Do not send any scores to colleges until your senior year when you have narrowed down
which colleges you want to receive your scores.

JUNIOR YEAR

» Take the PSAT.

o Take the ACT and SAT (schedule a date and testing site online through the respective websites).

» Consider taking a preparation course for the SAT/ACT.

* Research colleges/universities and schedule College visits.

* Create a College Calendar with important dates to remember and to track activities
related to college preparedness.

* Become familiar with college applications and begin to think about your college applica-
tion essay and resume.

* Over the summer, get involved in volunteer work, mission trips, an internship,
athletics/theater/ music, or get a job etc. Most important, BE ACTIVE THIS SUMMER!

» Schedule a meeting with the College Coordinator to discuss your college search, the
college application process and college entrance exams.

SENIOR YEAR

» Schedule a meeting with the College Coordinator to discuss your college search, the
college application process and college entrance exams.

» Narrow your list of prospective colleges/universities to 3 - 5 schools. Contact colleges for
DSSOLFDWLRQV DQG RU ¢00 RXW WKH &RPPRQ $SS

° Sign up in the fall for SAT and ACT test dates.

* Complete a rough draft of your college application essay and ask teachers to edit the draft
and provide comments.

* Ask teachers for recommendations. Allow a MINIMUM of 3-4 weeks for teachers to
complete the recommendation.

« &RQWDFW WKH VFKRRO RI¢FH WR DVN IRU \RXU WUDQVFULSW W

colleges/universities to which you are applying.

° Complete early decision applications no later than August based on documented
deadlines.

* Complete regular decision applications before the winter break.
Submit the FAFSA (Free Application For Student Aid) through the collegeboard.com website
as early as possible, and check the website for submission deadlines. Even if your family
GRHVQYW TXDOLI\ IRU IHGHUDO RU VWDWH (QDQFLDO DLG
out the FAFSA in order to receive merit aid.

» Continue to update your College Calendar.

PDQ



TESTS FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION

AB YOU RESEARCH COLLEGES AND PREPARE FOR THE APPLICATION PROCESS,

BE SURE TO NOTE THE TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH INSTITUTION. This

ZLOO KHOS \RX VHW D JRDO IRU \RXU ¢QDO WHVW VFRUH DQG KHOS
results are achieved by working through the test prep books, individually or through prep classes,

and by taking the tests multiple times. Be sure to plan out in advance your testing strategy, and talk

to your college coordinator for a strategy that will work best for you.




ACS will facilitate the administration of
the PSAT for sophomores and juniors.
This test is used to identify National Merit
Scholars, and is a practice for the SAT.

Students need to register for the ACT
independently of ACS through their website
at www.act.org. These scores are submitted
to colleges upon request, and are used

to determine admission and scholarship
eligibility.

Students need to register for the SAT
independently of ACS through the College
Board website www.collegeboard.org.
These scores are submitted to colleges
upon request, and are used to determine
admission and scholarship eligibility.

ACS will administer the CLT during a school
day. The CLT is an alternative college
entrance exam that is intended to complement
a liberal art education. This test is
recognized by many colleges but not all, so
be sure to research the testing requirements
for the colleges you are applying to. CLT
scores are submitted to colleges upon
request, and are used to determine
admission and scholarship eligibility.

Devise a testing strategy
that suits your strengths

and goals
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What are the top 5 colleges attended by
ACS alumni?

Columbia State ¢ Union University » Tennessee Tech University
Lee University « University of Alabama Huntsville

Does ACS'’s status as a category IV school impact c
admissions and scholarships?

ACS’s status as a category IV school does not impact college admissions, but

could affect a student’s eligibility for state scholarships. The TN Hope scholarship

has an ACT requirement of 21 (SAT 1060). Students from a category IV school

GR QRW KDYH WKH RSWLRQ RI XVLQJ WKHLU JSD WR IX0¢0OC
requirements and are treated as homeschooled students for this scholarship.

Additionally, students who qualify for the General Assembly Merit Scholarship

(GAMS), an addition of the Hope Scholarship which requires a ACT score of 29,

PXVW IXO0,00 DGGLWLRQDO UHTXLUHPHQWY WR TXDOLI\

What are the general deadlines for applications?

The deadline for early decision admissions is around September to November
and the regular admissions deadline is usually January to February. Deadlines
for admission and scholarships will vary by college.

Do | need to apply for the TN Promise Scholarship if I
to seek a 4-year degree?

The TN promise scholarship is a “last dollar” scholarship for students enrolled in
an Associate’s program at an eligible state institution. We encourage students to
apply for the TN promise scholarship even if they plan to seek a Bachelor’s
degree. Once the TN promise deadline passes, students can not retroactively
apply for the scholarship. If life circumstances change causing a student to change
their college plans, they might need to rely on TN promise funds to cover the cost
of an Associate’s degree.

Does Agathos have a weighted GPA?

No, Agathos does not use weighted GPAs. ACS instead offers Honor’s classes
(noted on transcripts) with an adjusted grade scale rather than an adjusted
credit weight.



%o Research online & check admission requirements.
Popular Search Tools: CollegeforTN, Big Future College Board, Niche, etc.
%o Visit colleges
%o Virtual College tours: Campustours.com
%0 'LVFXVV ¢QDQFLDO DLG FROOHJH PRQH\ EXGIJHW HWF
%o Speak with college representatives.
%o Athletes should ensure they meet the academic requirements of the school to which they are
hoping to attend.
%o Apply to college(s).

%o Register for Parchment and order transcripts to be sent to the college after you apply.

%o Apply for TN Promise by Nov. 1 and meet all requirements/deadlines.

%o UT Promise $SSO\ IRU 71 3URPLVH ¢UVW WKHQ DSSO\ WR VFKRRO WKDW RIIHUV
SURPLVH $1' 8QLYHUVLW\ GHDGOLQHV

%o Complete FAFSA. Colleges will use your FAFSA to determine your Financial Aid Package
(by Feb. 1st for Promise money)

%o Apply for scholarships through employers, local organizations, etc. or at

%o Research TCAT/other trade schools online

%o Job Shadow/College Visit

%o Speak with admissions representatives at the college/trade school.

%o Apply to the school and request your transcripts to be sent through your Parchment account.

%o Apply for TN Promise & meet all requirements and deadlines to cover cost of tuition.

%o Investigate Tennessee Transfer Pathways Programs at the community college. This is also
important if you are considering Dual Enrolliment. Make sure your credits will transfer.

%o Apply for scholarships through employers, local organizations, etc. or at

%o Complete FAFSA (by Feb. 1st for Promise money)

%o Find out more about joining by researching online at Military.com and speaking with a recruiter.
%o Take the ASVAB

%o Take the ASVAB. Provides excellent career assessment and does not require military
commitment.
%o Visit the Tennessee American Job Center on Nashville Highway in Columbia.



Extracurricular/Summer Activities: (Clubs, Service Projects,
Missions, Community Service, Jobs) College Tours/Fairs, Test Prep/Testing: (PSAT, ACT, SAT),
College Applications/Essays/ Resumes/Transcripts, Scholarships/ Financial Aid, & Awards/
Honors
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